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FRANKLIN’s Posthumous Letters. 


LETTER No. 3, 
Dominions of Pluto. 


Friend Paine. Vulgar era 1794. 

As it is seldom that mortals are favored 

with intelligence from that “bourne whence no 

traveller returns,” I again address you without 

the fear of being intrusive. If you find it prac 

ticable, drop mea line by the return of the 
bearer- 

My case in the court celestial having been 
decided in the manner I informed you of in my 
last, I was about to be placed by the sheriff, Ga- 
briel, under the charge of a deputy ,commission- 
ed to bring me hither; but the prosecuting at- 
torney being about to spend a recess of court in 
these regions, politely offered to accompany me 
himself. We immediately commenced our 
flight. 

“Now” saidmy guide, “to convince you 
that I have not been your enemy in withhold- 
ing from you the joys, as they are absurdly 
called, of Paradise, let us pursue our flight in 
the course I shall direct, and take a bird’s-eye 
view of what may be passing below. We 
are now” continued he, approaching the celes- 
tial fields, where we shall soon perceive His 
Majesty, prince of these regions, retired from 
court,and surrounded by his courtiers and peo- 
ple, exacting from the base herd homage which, 
#f offered to, would degrade a mortal! You 
shall soon witness the happiness of these serfs, 
and thank mv skilful hand that you are not a 
partaker of it.” 

We continued our flight, andin a few moc 
meats were hovering overa vast expanse of 
light and shade, which presented to our vision 
ascene that would beggar the utmost efforts 
of the imagination to describe with any de- 
gree of faithfulness. On a throne of ether, 
surrounded by countless millions of winged 
spirits, sat the mystic hierocrat who had pre- 
sided at my trial. His numerous attendants all 
seemed occupied with one object—the adulation 
of their master. Shouts of hosannas;mingled 
notes of music—from the hoarse voice of the 
trump, to the shrill twang ofthe puny jew’sharp, 
the confused shout of “holy! holy!!” and. the 
rushing sound of wings, as spiritspassed and 
repast around us, conspired to raise a din of dis- 
cord, that at once enforced upon my _ recollec- 





'me of thei truth, Among those nearest the 
‘throne I observed several of my jurors. I thank 
‘ed them inwardly—heartily—for the favour 
ithey had unintentionally shown me! If this be 
heaven, thought I, what must hell resemble? 
|My guide, who had fathomed my thoughts, re: 
\plied, “your pre-formed notions of paradise.” 

Drawing a little nearer to this scene of tur- 
moil and confusion, I observed that each Spirit 
bore upon its brow a placard, or inscription. 
They were as follow: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs, is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

“God hath chosen the foolish things of tha 
iworld to confound the wise; and things that are 
inot, to bring to nought things that are.” 

“The foolishness of God is greater than the 
wisdom of men.” 

“Christ crucified.—Unto allfbut christians 
foolishness.” 

‘It has pleased God through the foolishness 
of preaching, to save them that believe.” 

I had seen enough! 1 turned to my guide who, 
silently reading my thoughts, waved me to fol- 
low him. Thedin andconfusion now rapidly 
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died on our ears, and we were soon beyond the 
d and sight of this far-famed abode of the 
' blessed, 

‘Is thissome gala-day in heaven?” enqui- 
red | of my guide. 

“No; it is butan every-day scene that we 
have witnessed. Poor fools!” added he with a 
sigh,—“and yet,” he continued “they are fit 
for no other mode of existence.” 

‘“‘Why,are there no unfortunate men of sense 
among them who have got in by accident?” 

“There are. I do my best toprevent such 
mishaps, as in your case, but sometimes fail. 
The evil, however, is soon remedied, for their 
want of pusillanimity soon subjects them to ex- 
pulsion. My sole motive in occupying the of 
fice of State’s attorney for a commonwealth so 
beggarly and contemptible, is, the salvation of 
souls too worthy for such an existence. | 
plead but weakly against fools, fanatics and. as 
sassins. The,Revolution of France has kept 
me almost idle for the last four yesrs;——far dif- 
ferent from that of America !” 

“What!” said I in astonishment, forgetting 
what [had just witnessed, “is it possible that 
the patriots of America are occupants of your 





tion the remarks of my guide, and convinced 


dominicns ?” 
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“Most certainly ;—the verdict of guilty against |na] enemies, before she can become regener- 


: ’ ih 
Warren, and Jones, and Allen, and Mercer, andjated. But she will yet rise. The day must 


Putaum, and Greene, and Montgomery—iid in| dawn when the recollection of this unhappy 
no case require a miracle to seal it. revolution, and vi the causes which alike gave 
“But hold, we are approaching earth: we rise toit,and marred its happy termination, 


must change our course, or we sha!! be brought) will be associated with the recollection of an 
within its attracting influencd. There it rolis”|incident among the brightest on the page of 
said he, as we stretched away in another di-|history—then France shal! have acquired a 
rection——“there it rolls, regardless of the horrid/station among the free nations of the earth, in 
scenes that are now disgracing one of the fairest) despite of priests and kings.” 
portions of its surface ! Unhappy France! When! I was abouttoaddress to my guide some in- 
will that scourge, religion, cease to afflict thy} queries as to the present policy of Great Brit- 
borders!” ian in relation to France, when he suddenly in- 
‘And is there yet no hope for France?” in-| formed me that we were rapidly approaching our 
quired I; “have they not deéreed the non-exis-| place of destination. I turned to behold the 
tence of adeity, and the abrogation of Chris-/ object spoken of, but could discern nothing; my 
tianity ?” vision was too limited. I perceived, however, 
“They have—another evidence of fanaticism) that the various orbs by which we were surroun- 
and intrigue. Do you not perceive ~the}ded began to assumea different appearance 
inevitable result of such decrees? The aggra-/from what they had formerly worn. The blood- 
vation of those very evils whose distruction is|redsun,shrouded in gloom, began to resume 
aimed at? Mark me; this is another plot. of|that brilliance which it presents when viewed 
hierocraft. A hundred priests have abjured| through the asmosphere of earth, and to throw 
the Christian Religion, and declared death an e-| out a hallow of light o’er the surrounding dark- 
ternal sleep! Capable of exalting religion by/ness, ‘The distant stars became more distinct, 
disgracing the system they have seemingly es-| but gradually faded from our view as the solar 
poused, a million of votaries will be the reward|light increased, Presently a flash of light 
of their plot.. Kings and priests are leagued for| broke through the distant void, Again itgleams 
the destruction of unhappy France, The lat-|forth,and discloses the nature of the source 
ter have kept her ignorant anddegraded, and| whence it emanates. We are approaching a 
now that she has deposed the former, are at|comet of tremendous brilliance and magnitude, 
work to destroy her liberties by intrigue and/andin another moment are upon its surface. 
compromise. ‘They mix in her national councils}; “Do not be surprised” said my guide, “at this 
—are at work every where.” sudden conclusion of our journey. When we are 
‘Where are her master spirits? Where the|once within the attracting power ofa planet like 
brave & virtuous La Fayette, who so gloriously | this, our descent is rapid. But compose yourself, 
joined ia the struggle at an early period? Where | you must feel fatigued after so far a flight. Atten- 
Desmoulins? Where Philipeaux?Where Ronsin? | dants will presently awai: you.” So saying, hee 
“Guillotined, or in the Luxembourg, or at St.| gracefully bowed and left me. 
Omers, Counter-revolution is now the crime} I looked round and found myself in an exten- 
for which all suffer. In the name of liberty,|sive grove, here and there broken with spots of 
craft and usurpation aim their deadliest blows.'meadow, and traversed by sparkling rivuleis, 
Ifthe virtues of a citizen render him obnoxious | By the side of a pleasant stream I threw my- 
to corruption, he 1s accused of plotting to effect | self, and inanother moment was wrapped in for- 
@ new revolution, If humanity forbids that he! getfulness. (To couclude next week.) 
should sanction the slaughter of the innocent, he 
is accused of moderatism and sent to the prison Gon’s OMNISCIENCE, ' 
or the scaffold. If wealthy and uncompromi-| “Man, you say, when he came from the hands 
ing, his influence is dangerous to liberty, and!of God, was pure, innocent, and good; but his 
 hé is removed. If poor and inflexible, his pov-|nature has been corrupted, as a punishment for 
subjects him to gnspicion—he may be|sin.” If man, when just out of the hands of his 
bought,—-he is deprived of liberty. 1f a rep-|God, could sia, his nature was imperfect, Why 
resentative speak his unbiassed opininon in the/did God suffer him to sin, and his nature to be 
national’ councils, he is liable to immediate corrupted? Why did God permit him to be se- 
arrest and execution. Where then is the reme- duced, well knowing that he was too feeble to 
dy for these evils, while the wire-workers of the resist temptation? Why did God create a sa- 
tragie scene remain concealed and unsuspect- fan, an evilspirit,atempter? Why did not God, 
ed? No, France must fail the victim of inter-; who wishes so much good to the human race, 
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annihilate once for allso many evi! genii, who vines! You never cease telling us, that the de- 
are naturally enemies of 0: ir happiness ; or rath- signs o€ God are impenetrable; that his ways 
e*, why cid G «i create evil spirits, w hse vice are nt our ways,nor his thou ights our tho nghts; 


tories and fatal infl: ence over monkin’, he m:s 
have foreseen? 
ity in al re'igi ns: fihe wor'd, 
principle 
good principle or divinity ? 


has the evi 


‘that it is absurd to complain of his administra- 


In fine, Ly what strange fots!-\tion,of the motives and springs of which we 


hace totally wn Nt ; th: ft it is presu mption to 


such a decided advantage over the |tax Ins jed a ity with i injustice, because we 


|cannet comprehend them. But when you 


There is related an instance of simplic ity,| peuk in this strain, do you not perceive, that 


which does honour to an Italian menk. One 
day, while preaching, this piovs man thought 


pou cesipoy with vovrown hands all your pro- 
if und systems, vi shose only end isto explain to 


he must announce to his aucience, that he ha:' ar is the ways of she civinity, which, you say,are 


’ 


thank heaven. at last discovered by dint of mec- 


iti ation, a sire wav of rendering all men hoppy. 
“The devi',” said he, “tempts man coly to have) 
in hell com; anions uf his misery, 
fore apply to the Pope, who has the keys of| 
heaven and he!!; !et us prevail upon him to pray | 


Let us thes re-| comp rehend them any more than we do, 


Have you penetrated his judg- 

his des igns? You dargnot 
reascn, you do not 
If, by 
chance, you know the plan of Aad ge you 
wish us to ad imire, while most people find itso 


mente, his waves, 


le 
jteap enetrable? 
j 
iseert iit, and tho: igh they 


to God,*at the head of the whole church, to co | little worthy of a just, good, intell igent, end rea- 


sent toa reconciliation with the devil, to restore | 


him to favour, to re-instate him in his former) 
rank, which cannot fril to put an end to his ma- 
heious projects against mankind.” Perhaj : 
the honest monk did not eee, that the devil is at 
leastas useful as God to the ministers of reli- 
gion. They have too much interest in their cis- 
sention, to be instrumental in an accommoda- 
tion between two enemies, upon whose combats 
their own existence and revenues cepend. Let 
men cease to be tempted and tosin,and the min- 
istrv of priests will be useless. Manicheism 
is evidently the hinge of every religion; but 
unhappily, the devil, invented to clear the Dei- 
ty from the suspicion of malice, proves to. us, 
every moment, the importance or unskilfulness 
of his celestial adversary. 

Divines never fail to persuade us, that the 
enormous distance which seperates God and 
man, necessarily renders the conduct of God a 
mystery to us, and that we have no right to in- 
terrogate our master. Is this answer satisfac- 
tory? Since, according to you, my eternal hap- 
piness is at stake, have I not a right to examine 
the conduct of God himself? It is only in hope 
of happiness that men submit to the authority 
of a God. A despot, to whom men submit only 
through fear, a master, whom they cannot inter- 
rogate, a sovereign totally inaccessible, can 
never merit the homage of intelligent beings. 
If the conduct of God is a mystery to us, it is 
not made for us.. Man can neither adore, ad- 
mire, respect, nor imitate a conduct, in which 
every thing is inconceivable, or, of which he 
can often form only revolting ideas; unless it is 
pretended, that we ought to adore every thing 
of which we are forced to be ignorant, and that 
every thing, which we do not know, becomes 


opable Leing,'no longer say, this plan is ime 
enetrable. If vou are as ieiteliie of it as we 
ure, have scme indulgence for those w ho ingen- 
usly confess they comprehend nothing in itor 
see in itnothing civine, Cease to perscente for o- 
ninions, of which you understand nothing yeur- 
selves; cease to defame each other for dreams 
and conjectures, which every thing seems 
to contra: Talk tous of things intelligible 
d really usefnl to men; and no lenger talk to 
eek the impenetrable ways of God, about 
which you only stammer and contracict your- 
selves. 


By contiaually speaking of the immense 
depths of divine wisdom, forbidding us to sound 
them, saying it isinsolence to cite God before 
the tribunal of our teeble reason, makiug it a 
crime to judge our master, civines teach us no- 
thing but the embarrassment they are in, when 
it is required toaccount for the conduct of a God, 
whose conduct they think marvellous only be- 
cause they are utterly incapable of comprehen- 


ding it themselves —D’ Holback. 


Het. 








CHARACTER OF MOHAMMED. 


In the seventh century a radical change took 
place in the religion of the Arabians, which not 
only affected the manners and institutions of 
that nation,but essentially influenced the desti- 
nies ofgreatportion ofthe civilized world.—By 
ihis change the wandering tribes of Arabia,were 
united under one leader,and,goaded on by a des- 
perate enthusiasm, conquered the greaier por- 
tion of Asia, as weil as some parts of Africa and 
Europe, 

The chief instrument in bringing about these 
mighty changes was Mohammed. A briefsketeh 





for that reason an object of admiration. Di- 


of the character of this extraordinary indiviual 
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cannot be uninteresting. Descended from an il-|lieved that there was a Supreme God, the erea- 
lustrious race,and living among a peo/le al-)tor and preserver of the Universe ;also that there 
most unequalled in barbarity of manners super- | were many inferiour Deities, subject to his au- 
stition and credulity. he appéats to have formed |thority. Heaven they considered a mere picture 
a plan for his own exaltation, based on these lat-| of earth, except that every circumstance which 
ter ingredients in their character. produces joy and happiness is much mcreased. 

He declared himself the prophet of God-sent! But amidst all their superstition, there was one 
on purpose to put anend to the idolatrous wor-|redeeming quality. Toleration to other sects 
ship of his coutrymen, and to establish a new/was a part of their creed. But the religion of 
and less imperfect religion, which eventually| Mohammed they are bound to propagate, with 
would be the fate of the whole earth. He suc-'fire and sword. ‘The Koran informs them,that, 
ceeded in palming himself, in this exalted char-| to destroy individuals of any other sect, entitles 
acter, upon his acquaintance, andat length, up-| the true believer, toan extra share of happiness. 







































on ti whole nation, which quietly submitted to| 
the yoke which he imposed upon them. Mo-! 
hommed found his countrymen living under cer-! 
tain institutions, governed by a certain code of, 
laws and morals, and professing to believe in a! 
certain rude religion. These, through his in-| 
strumentality, underwent an entire change.- | 
His public character must be estimated solely | 


ly examining the institutions which he framed 
as ‘they severally regard the government, the 
religion, the laws, the morals and the manners 
of his countrymen, and comparing them, as to 
their excellencies and defects, with those which 
they superceded. As time wil! not permit us to 
make that fu!l comparison which would be de- 
sirable, we must be content with merely plan- 
cing at some of the most prominent of these al- 


terations, and presenting that character of Mo-| 


hommed which may suggest itself to us. 
The government of his country, Mohommed 
left in a condition no better than he found it. Be- 


by the effect which this alteration -had upon his| 


countrymen.—Now whether this effect were| 
good or bad, can be ascertained only by carefil-| 


| 


As to their laws, these contained in the Ko- 
ran were the first written in the country. We 
allow that Mahommed conferred ove favour on 
his countrymen by giving them the Koran, viz: 
a foundation for a code of laws. But this ben- 
efit is doubly over-balanced by the single fact, 
that they are irrevokable. However absurd 
they may be,the Moslems believe that God is 
their author, arid consequently, that they cannot 
be improved: This conclusion is inevitable — 
Experience also confirms it; for those nations 
which have taken the Koran for their guide, ev- 
,er have and ever must remaiii, while under its 
‘influence, barbarians. It has been well said by 
‘another,that, “the Koran is deficient in clear- 
ness, deficient in forms, incomplete, and posses- 
ses not a single quality requisite to a body of 
laws. It is a mere farrago of nonsense, hidden 
amidst inmeaning explanations, and dark, mys- 
terious prophecies.” 

From this hasty sketch of the changes caused 
by Mahommed, we come to the followimg con- 
clusion respecting his public character:1st, that 
he was by nature a man of superiour mind, but 





fore his time the people were subject to power- 
ful and despotic chiefs: Mahommed united the 
several districts of these chiefs under ene com- 
mon head; this would have been well, had he a- 
dopted a proper method of governing his distant 
provinces. But his rude mind could conceive of 
no method except delegating apart of his own 
despotic power to his petty governors. Hence it 
is evident that several provinces;although nom- 
inally subject toone and the same Monarch, 
were in effect,governed solely by their chiefs. 
And certainly these chiefs,supported by the au- 
thority of a powerful Emperor,would loose none 
of their importance, nor be any more disposed 
to gain the good will of their subjects by kind 
and gentle treatment. In this case, then, as in 
the former, oppression must necessarily be the 
portion of the unfortunate multitude. 

The religion of the Arabians before the ap- 
» pearance oftheir pretended prophet, was a mix- 
ture of Paganism and Christianity. They be- 


ignorant, to a great degree, of the sciences of 
which he professed to be thé inspired teacher, 
jand meriting little or no applause as having for- 
| warded the civilization of his countrymen. Doubt- 
less he was somewhat in advance of the-age in 
which he lived; else hé would not have so easily 
|succeeded in imposing upon the people. But 
|it must be refnémbered, that we consider him a 
superiour personage, Compared with the rudé 
and uncultivated Arabs; not with civilized and 
enlightened Europeans or Americans. 

But leaving his public, let us look for a mo- 
ment on his private character. There hé must 
be judged by his practical adherence to that 
code of morals, which he considered the correct 
lone. Examined by this rule, he will be found 
deserving of the severest reprehensions; for he 
departed far, very far from that standard of mor- 
ality which he approved and recommended. He 
was a deliberate murderer; for history informs 
us that he caused and epproved the murder of 
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many of the chief men, who he feared might} rich could go trom place to place on horses & in 
stand in the way of his own exaltation. That|carriages, but travelling on rail roads would be 
be was an impostor, no ofie can doubt. While| chiefly restricted. This clause seemed to be 
young he might have been self-deluded, but none! brought forward rather ina Pharisaical than in 
can believe that he cotinued so during his whole |a Christian spirit, and he hoped it would be re- 
life. n fact all the revelations that were made! jected. People meddle too much with the mor- 
to him, served more for hisown aggrandizement| als of each other. Let every man take care of 
and pleasure than for any other object. It ap-| his own goodness, and there would be more vir- 
pears from his own account, that the angel Ga-|tue inthe world, though less outward show.’ 
briel was ever ready to reveal to him any thing English paper. 
he needed. One instance of a pretended reve- | exntaiantic 

lation to him by this Angel, we will give. A| POLICE COURT. 

knowledge ofhis illicit amours with an Egyp-| 4.6 she Blacks and Whites of the same,na- 
tian slave having come to theears,or rather,as his- | pune? Answer, Yes-—Why? Because ‘they 
tory in forms us, to the eyes of his lawful Wile, | ill both fight in church about a pew.—Ex. gr. 


she having reproached hi is infidelity, | . mR ‘Lo 
& she having reproached him for his infidelity,| , 4 to'begin with the beginning, even at the risk 


to pacify her he took an oath never to be guilty | ¢ travelling beyond the record: = 

ofa similar offence. But the infirmity of his} py). Rey Mr. Given. the colored clergyman 
nature having triumphed over his resolution, he | settled over the African Baptist Church in Bel- 
had recourse torevelation toremove the reproach | nap strect, is the supposed secretary in league 
of this relapse.—-He pretended that his guardi-) with the Colonizationists, although professedly 
rs! Apee ee “24 2 gy Rphases be i ev an Abolitisni-t. He has been at Liberia, and 
given in the 66th chapter of the Koran in the} 





\has therefore fallen under the suspicion of his 
~- ‘coloured brethren, many of whom are violent- 
following words. “O! prophet, why holdest |} oui Fuh etens? ' ts 
‘Ve ot ~ {ly epposed to the Colonization plan. He i 
hs that oe frien which od hatha: noted” word offer tmport-m 
Se ten a be fetishes 327 sxe ominous than “condemned,” for it is equivalent 
is inclined to forgive and be merciful? God hath |,, being “executed.” A part of his congrega - 
allowed you the dissolution of your oaths, ONG ots wine tentivte “under bid ministry, and de- 
God is your master.”—Comet, termined to unsettle him by starving him out of 
office. This was to be eflected by refusing to 
SUNDAY TRAVELLING INGREAT BRITIAN. | pay pew rents, while they persisted in rgtaining 
On the discussion in the House of Commons} Possession of pews. For one George Putnam 
of the Report ofthe Great Western Railway | “wore he would lose all the blood in his veins, 
bill, Mr. Miles moved the insertion of a clause’ but what he would have his pew without paying 
to prevent travelling thereon on Sunday. Af-|for it. His ground for resisting payment _— 
ter some discussion, Roebuck, the member for| that the society was ~_ incorporated, and 
Dublin, rose and said, he saw no more reason could not sue for the rent.” Cyrus Foster and 
why a poor man should be prevented from C: H. Roberts, church committee, then leased 
travelling on a Sunday thana rich one: — pew to Mr. Adam Lewis, and sent home 
‘A few Sundays since he was going a little Mr. Putnam’s pew cushon. 
way out of town, and passing along Piccadilly | Putnam, disregarding the arrangement with 
at 12 o’clock, and therefore in the middle of Lewis, on Sunday afternoon marched into the 
church-time, he met the Duke of Wellington ri- broad aisle, with a boy for a cushion-bearer, af- 
ding—‘(Hear, hear!’)—further on he observed) ter the fashion observed in coronation ceremo- 
men and borses employed in watering Hyde |nies in Europe. ,,Foster advanced to meet the 
Park for the benefit of the fine folks-—(‘Hear!’) |“Moorish page,” and forbade him to put the 
and at Knights-bridge, the soldiers were under cushion into the pew. This interruption of 
arms and exercising~+Hear!—at Hommer- Putnam’s progress was observed by one of the 
smith Bridge he encountered the Lord Chief “isaffected, at the opposite side of the meeting 
Justice on horseback—cheers and laughter— house, ‘Thos. Dalton, who stripped off his coat 
and when he reached Hampton Court at three|2nd flew to Patnam’s assistance. The sanctity 
o’clock, whom should he see there but the right! of the place did not sanctify an insult to, one of 
honorable Baronet, the member of Tamworth, | is party— 
Much laughterand cheering. ‘They had a-per- ‘He rights such wrong where it is given, 
fect right to enjoy themselves in this way, but If it were in the Court of Heaven,” 
so had the poor when they could doit. Thelinstead of a Black Baptist Chapel ; and, seizing 
















































254 





4 




















Foster by the throat, held him till he was black 
in the face!!! Inthe mean time Potnam re- 
ceived another reinforcement, in the person o 
Charles Virgin Caples; formerly a Minister « 
the Gospel, and in that capacity of course : 
“breaker of bread to the faithful,” but more re- 
cently, driver ofa baker’s cart, and breaker o 

















the bread to the hungry. The cushion wa- 
thrown back and forward, but Caples fin.!! | 
succeeded in settling it fairly inthe pew. The | 
uproar and confusion created by this contest ne-| 
cessarily compelled the minister to suspend «1 

vine services for the afternoon, although he hax | 
opened them with announcing the hymn an: | 
reading the first verse. In the evening a mee-| 
ting of the church was held,and a vete taken,| 
instructing the Church Committee to prose-} 
cute Dalion Putnam, and Caples, who were se-| 
verely bound over in the sum of S60 cach for! 
their appearance for trial at the M inicipa!| 
Court.—N. B. The privilege of being present at) 
the examination of this interresting case,which | 
Jasted justthree hours,can never be dily a; -| 





















| 
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preciated by those who had not the plexsure of) 
witnessing it. The Court room, though about| 
the smallest in Boston, only contained a varie-| 
gated audience of thirty-eight whites, and forts -| 
one blacks, harmoniously huddled and ecething| 
together, their contrasted heads lovking like) 

£ 3 £ a 
black balls and white in a ballot-box, and the| 
themometer in the mean time up to eighty in| 
the shade.— Boston Investigator. 





THEISM ;—HOW PROPAGATED. 
The grave and hoary-headed hypocrites 


Without a hope, a passion, or a love, 














































Who, through a life of luxury and lies, 
Have crept by flattery to the seats of power, 


Support the systenrwhence their honors flow— 

They have three words :—well tyrants know their use, 
Well pay them for their Joan, with usury 

Torn from a bleeding world !—God, Hell, and Heaven. 
A vengeful, pitiless and almighty fiend, 

Whose mercy is a nick-name for the rage 

Of tameless tigers hungering for blood. 

Hell, a red gulf of everlasting fire, 

Where poisonous and undyiny worms prolong 
Eternal misery to those hapless slaves 

Whose life has been a pena..ce for its crimes. 

And Heaven, a meed for those who dare belie 

Their human nature, quake, believe, and cringe 
Before the mockeries of earthly power. 


These tools the tyrant tempers to his work, 
Whelds in his wra.b, and as he wills, destrays, 
Omnipotent in wickedness: the while 


Youth springs, age moulders, manhood tamely does 
His bidding, bribed by short-lived joys to lend 





Force to the weakue-s of his trembling arm. 
hey rise, they fall; ove generation comes 
Yielding its harvest to distraction’s scythe. 
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It fades, another blossoms, yet behol 
Red glows the tyrant’sstamp-mark on its bloom, 
Withering and cankering deep its passive prime. 
ile has invented lying words and modes, 

Pimpty and vain as his own careless heart: 
FPvasive meaning, nothings of much sound, 

To lure the heediess victim to the toils 


Spread round the valiey of its paradise —Shelly. 


(From an article in the Christian Advocate, on 
the influence of Popery.) 
inqvisiTion iN THE Unrrup Srarrs. 

Many in ovr nation, however, think that the 
horrors of the inquisition will never reach our 
chores, and that popery, if i! prevails here, will 

every much modified. “But let them readin 
he Protestant,” savs Mr. M’Gavin,of Glasgow, 
imbers 174 & 5, and they will tind there an 
ruthentic & periect accountof the appointment 
»v the pope of John Eng'and as ing" isitor general 

{the United States of America !!’—that com- 
mission end office he holds in conncetion with 
his authority as legate and muncio from the Ro- 
man pontifical Cespct ‘hat Johh Englend is de- 
clared hy ene of the highest officiai characters in 
South Carolina to be the most dangerous man 
in the American commnity.” And what does 
this foreign engine of death mean? What need 
has this peacetul republic of the office, unknown 
toour constitution & laws, ofinquisitor general? 
Why insu!t this unoffending nation by appointing 
such an officer? Why cail the inquisition“glo- 
rious and blessed?,’ and why mob Mr. Brecken- 
ridge for lecturing on the inquisition? 

“These things, my fellow citizens, all have 
meaning tothem, and they mean general, final, 
and uncompromising destruction to liberty; and 
we shall find, or, if we do not, our children will, 
when toe late, that poperv in America is just like 
popery in Eyrope, black as night; and when it 
ceases to be such, it will cease to be popery. 

But bark! what means that distant roar of wes- 
tern cannon? Why this deafening sound of 
earthly thunder? The papists are dedicating 
their cathedral at St. Louis to the service of 
the God of armies. Let us go and view the so- 
lema scene, It is a building of stupendous size. 
Here are 4 bishops,28 priests, 12 of whom are 
from twelve different nations, and young aspi- 
rants to the holy ministry making an ecclesiasti- 
cal corps of about 60, a4! in appropriate uniform. It 
is the holy Sabbath. The bells peal, the artillery 
roars, the military guard of honor is formed with 
drawn swords. One stands at each end of the al- 


‘inn 


tal 
a. 


a 














255 





tar, while detachments from the militiary compa: | 





-\to me like chickens undher their mother’s ; wing 


nies are stati’ ned it convenient distanc aoare ind '—Barney O’Rourk, thim’s a purty pair of tur- 


the Church. 
artillery again gives a deafening discharge ; and 
this disp lay of military power they profess t 
call worshipping a meek and lowly Saviour, 


heir mummeries proceed—ibe |keys I seen as I was pass in’ the premises that 


‘call you masther.” 
“In troth, your Reverence may say that.” 
“Aye, Barney, Mavourncen! an’ the mistress, 


| 
| 


0 


“There is, however, one humiliating ¢ ircum- too, 1 seen lookin’ as rosy as a a pache—I could- 


stance in this scene of grandeur,rather cutting to/n’t but giv’ her my blessin’. 
their pride-—they have no altar but a stone one, | 


but they are hourly expecting a new,fine, pol 
ished marble one from Italy. 
“We, Americans, should like to know wheth 


er they intend to fetch their instruments oftorture 
this time, too, so that the said John England can 


officiate in his inquisitorial department. ” 


GOD OF THEJEWS AND CHRISTIANS, 
Is there a God? —aye, an almighty God, 
And vengeful as almighty! Once his voice 
‘Was heard on earth; earth shuddered at the sound; 
The fiery-visaged firmament expressed 
Abhorrence, and the grave of nature yawned 
‘To swallow ali the dauntless and the good 
That dared to hurl defiance at his throne, 
Girtas it was with power. None but slaves ~~~ 
Survived,—cold blooded slaves, who did the work 
Of tyrannous omnipotence ; whose souls 
No honest indignation ever urged 
Toelevated daring, to one deed 
Which gross and sensual self did not pollute. 
These slaves built temples for the omnipotent fiend, 
Gorgeous and vast: the costly altars smoked 
With human blood, and hideous prans rung 
Through all the long-drawn aisies. A murderer heard 
His voice in Egypt, one whose gifts and arts 
Had raised him to his eminence in power , 
Accomplice of omnipotence in crime, 
And coufident of the all-knowing one.— Shelly. 





FATHER TOM AND HIS FLOCK. 
Sarmin 1. 


“But he was fou!; ilf-favoured and grim— 
Under his eve-! rows looking still askance, 
And ever as dissemblance taught.” * * * 


“Oh! you unfortunate misguided set °o sin- 
ners! how fest you come flockin’ to the chapel 
doores whin tortured with remorse. Here ye 
are now altogether, like Browne’s cows, an’ a- 
bout as well informed as thim too—the poor 
bastes! 1i’s wel] seen it isn’t a collectin 8 in- 
day, or so many of yez wouldn’t be here to the 
fore—Tim Dunn, lave off yer feneerin’ wid that 
gigglin ’ colleen—is th: at behavior fit for chapel, 
you villan? Weil, au? now Lauppose vou think 
Pm goin’ to let vez Mf wid an azy pinance afiher 
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“God be ‘good to yer Reverence for that 
-\same, an’iv’ id wouldn’t be too bould- 

No fear in life, Barney—spake up. It’s yer- 
selfowns the dacent woman!” 

“Axin yer pardon, Doctor, I was jist think- 
en’ ov bestowin’ them same turkeys on the 
housekeeper ov yer Reverance—it’s little a 
poor man ike me wants wid such mate.” 

“Barney ! you’re a thrue Christian—you’rea 
right rasoner ‘always folly your first intin- 
tions, fur they’er generally the best. I say you, 
Jim Mnlhaff. gave Barney that sate,an’ lave off 
danglin’ yer long legs—I wondher you’re no 
manners to give up to yer betthers, you mis- 
crayant! 

“Well, my dear brethren, it frets me to the 
heart to see all my prayers an’ exertions fur 
your good thrown to the ‘dogs— Fagan, talkin’ o” 
dogs, how is flyer gettin’? on—can he stop to a 
scent—know a rate and stop easily? None. o° 
yer babblers or skirters? 

“Och, be dhu hush, yer Reverence—babbler 
or sxirter in troth! Be me sowl, there’s not 
such a pup in Ireland!” 
“Right, Fagan—keep him in thrainin’shard 
eaten bread and regular exercise. But pardon 
me, my friends, I'm digressin’.—It frets me, I 
was sayin’ to find all my throuble on your ac- 
counts—that is, in account ov yer poor sinful 
sowls, nomanner o’ use in the world wide; for 
—listen to me now, you deluders! whin I pray, 
an’ fast, an® ware the flesh off my bones wid the 
dint of piety,an’ whin I give you absolution for 
yer crimes, ‘that absolution’ will be of no use, 
but may turn toa curse, if ye dont pay the Chap. 
el her fees tan’ do you dar’ to think the bles- 
sed Virgin °ill inthercade fur you, if you lave me 
in the lurch in the regard of the offerin’s due. I 
am her servant, an’ all you give me is but re- 
saved fur her sake~——thim that are liberal, she 
blesseth—an’ thim that lie back,—Mary Too 
Pathereen Costello an a dozen more 0’ ye 
bona il be visited wid her fndienations 
ry tear sbedon your account, which you 
rte not requite in this world, (mind me,) you must 
make ristitution, aye an’ dhreadful ristitution, 
in the next! an’ if you should die without repen- 
fin’, or lovin somethin? behind, you willLe as 
surelv damned as the blackest heretic in the 




















ail yer crimes and misdemeangors?—You flck; 
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Noxth?” 
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“Och whiilelu, Father Tom, jewel pray for|er they think of him. The man of business 
usfacushta ! agra! asthore! who-o-o!” thinks only of his business; the courtier of his 

“Pray for yez'!—oh you miserable herd, amn’t intrigues ; men of fashion, women, and young 
Tat it every blessed hour? Do I taste bit, bite,!,eople of their pleasures; dissipation scon effa- 
or sup in pace on yeraccount? But,remimber| ces in them all the fatiguing notions of religion. 
I tell you, if youcontinue to chate the Virgin— |The ambitious man, the miser and the dehau- 
for it’s her, not me you’re desavin*—all my | chee carefully avord speculations too feeble 
prayers are of no avail! Think on the torments tg counterbalance their various passions. 
of hell fire, towhich the flames of purgatory are | 


no more than Doran’s pipe there to a toda 





house. Doran, it’s a sign ov bein’ hardened in Pvzz_r. ' 
iniquity whin youdar’ tosmoke beneath this A gentleman who was paying his addresses 
holy roof.” ‘to a lady, atlength summoned up sufficient cour- 
“It’s cowld I am, your reverance, because I\age to ask ifthey were agrecable to her, and 
was wet thro’ crossin* the mountains wid a keg| whether he might flatter himself with a chance 
o’ raal dew, which I left undher yer Reverance’s ofsuccess. The lady repliec—Stripes—telling 
haystack, be me sow! it never frowned at gag-|the gentlemen to transpose the letters so as to 
er!” ~ |form out of them another word which was her 
“James Doran, yer mother’s son’s right and|answer. ‘I'he reader who can find out the word 
Iwas a little asthray. We musten’t endanger|need never fear being nonplussed by a lady; 
our pricious health any how, for what are we a-|those who cannot must either persist till they o- 
thout it,—hounds athout a course? March a-jvercome the difficulty or may give up all 
thout hares! Keep in yer pipe, but stand at) thoughts of wooing. 
the doore! But, my friends an’ brethern, as| = —— 
I was sayin’, think ov the everlastin’ torture!| AGENTS. 
Think of yer been roasted for ever an’ ever like: Missourr—Harrison Munday, Clarksville, Pike co. ; 
fow] on a spit, an’ no one togive yeza dhrop 
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| Beaj.s«Means, Palmyra, Marion co. William Cabeen 


of wather to keep yez from faintin’!” | Chariton, Charitonco;F. P. De Guine, Fredericktown, 
| Madison co.; Wm. Gracy, Commerce, Scott co. 


6é ! Site 1 ited ~og '°? r ‘ 
Och ‘—och: swirosthrew 000 : Iiuixois.---Dr. A. T. Crow, Galena; P. J. Hobson, 
“Yis—howl away, like dogs when they lose! Carroliton, Green co.; Lewis Masquerier, Carthage, 
the scint—groan—groan, for yer the sinful) Hancock co.; E. G. Potter, Lebanon, St. Clair co., 


breed all out—there’s but one chance left yez) Thomas Luttrell, Franklin, Morgan co. ;Geo. W. Hay- 
9 ies 3 ahteinad by Be ay i iden, Liberty, Adams co. 
now, an. that i obtaimed by mor INUAETSES-|  Micuican T'or.—Stewart McKee, Plattsvitfe, 


sion prayer, All of yez cum with your; Arkansas Ter.—John H. Reed, Little Rock. 
dues ready to pay next Sunday,an’ confess tome,\ _Inp1ana.—John Abbot, New Albany; J. G, Dufour, 


an’, afther makin’ a clane breast, }’l! give yez|P. M. Ve — Re Sans dtr Mayne a8 ‘ 
: i ae? oa ; n1o.—Jas, Underwood, Cincinnag;, braham 
absolution. Arn’t you blessed with a tindher-| Knisley, P. M. Columbia, Hamilton to’; Jobn Close 


hearted Pasthor, youreprobates? ApsoLvTioN,| sten, Portsmouth. 
I say, an’ I sind yez off wid sowls asclane as} Kentuexy.—Jacob Walter, Louisville; J. J. Mor- 
white marble, an’ hearts as light as feathers.— | tison, Morrisonville, Trigg co.; Andrew Ross, Coving- 
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There’s a blessed opportunity for you-and,mark | £2", Campbell co.; Garritt Meriweather, Oak Grove, 
my words! iv it’s let slip, the curse of the Vir- 

in *ill ever more purshue you—Pax vobiscum? 
benedicite I—itu ad houses—nomine Dei dis- 
solvo congregation. Anedicite Deus—dona- 
beste—Bono—there’s the larnin’ that cost me 
my golden guineas!” Exit amid general stares 
of admiration.—Dublin Post. 





_ Most men seldom think of God, or, at least 
bestow on him little serious attention. The on- 
ly ideas we can form of him are so devoid of ob- 
ject, and are at the same time so afflicting, that 
the oniy imaginations they can long arrest are 
those of melancholy hypochondriacs, who do 
not constitute the majority of the inhabitants of 
this world. ‘The vulgarhave no concepiion of 





God; their weak brains are confused, whency- 


Christian co. 

Mississipp1—David Shockney, Vicksburg. 

Vireinta—Wm. W. Ward, Leesville, Campbell co. ; 
Rob. Hamilton, Lexington; Daniel Murry, Wheeling. 

Pennsytvania.—John De Prefontaine, German- 
town; Geo. Phillippy, Myerstown. 

New Yorx.—H. D. Robinson, Editor of Free En- 
guirer, city of N. York; Dr. E. B. Woodworth, P.M. 
Flint Creek; Lewis Little, Hudson, Lyman Whee- 
ler; Buffaio; Jom F. Townley, Manchester, Ontario 
co.; Harman Hardaway, Troy; Col. B. K. Lyon, P. 
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